Commentaire car Chambord
· The most famous, huge and prestigious of the Loire Valley Châteaux

· Who and When: In the 16th century Francis the 1st , king of France at that time, started to grow up and transformed the Château of Blois as we saw this morning, but he loved hunting. That’s why he chose Chambord place to build a massive and elegant château just to have a place to hunt.
· Why here: because it’s close to the city of Blois (20km=12,5 miles)/ it’s located in a geographical/natural region calls Sologne, which has this particularity to have a huge forest full of animals perfect to hunt, that’s why it is really rural , not develop , with few inhabitants in the 16th century and still nowadays.
· Flora: a lot of pound (étang)and impounded pound/ fish breeding
Tree: oak, hornbeam(charme), hazel tree(noisetier), sycamore, birch(bouleau), pine tree

Wild fruits trees: pear tree, apple tree, wild cherry

Underbrush(sous bois): primrose, green weed(genet), heath(bruyère), hyacinth

· Fauna: more the 200 species of birds/fishes
Stag(cerf), doe(biche), roe deer(chevreuil), boar(sanglier), fox, wild rabbit, weasel(belette), polecat(putois), stone marten(fouine)
· technique : Da Vinci had influenced the plans, he worked as architect  for Francis the Irs 

It was one of the most impressive and massive  building site in the Renaissance time

The king wanted  to change the course of  the Loire river to cater for /full the moat  but it was too complicate and finally only change the course of a tributary name :cosson
The château was built on bog (marécage)so they need to use  oak piles /deep in the floor 

· History: Francis the Irs built the Château because he wanted a place to hunt and because he wanted show his powerful to his opponent Charles V(holy roman emperor) et Henri VIII(king of England).
He came and stayed really few and the château was just finish when he died.

· Later it became a place of gorgeous reception gave consecutively by the king Louis XIV and Louis XV. It’s also the time where we could see ballet music and theater plays gave by famous artists such as Molière and Lully (italian composer at Louis XIV court)
· Nowadays the château belongs to the state but we can still see sometimes presidents hunt in the park. Usually it happens 15 times by year /we can see ambassadors, members of parliament/ But it also the opportunity for the president to invite special guests for an unofficial appointment and a way to show the prestige of France its assets, because it is the most vast close Europe forest park, which is a national reserve for hunting. 
· France is the first European country in numbers of hunter and this tradition belonged to the Lords as a privilege in the Middle Age, it’s not a privilege anymore but the tradition stays. And still today during this hunt , they make important lunch  where they use great wine and meal and wear hunting clothes and at the end of the hunt they put in exhibition in front of the Château all the animals killed at night time light by torches and we can hear players of horn. Obviously it’s depends of the president and the guests.
· Interest: famous staircase from Da Vinci(maybe); more than 350 chimneys(in fact 285 fireplaces) and obviously the vast park and the elegant château.
· The wall: rampart wall/ 32km(20miles)as long as the Paris ring road

