The invasion of Normandy
Why Normandy?
But, why England with Churchill, the United States of America with Roosevelt and the Soviet Union with Staline chose Normandy? The objective is to open a second front on the European continent (the first is in Russia).  A thing is certain; the attack will be done starting from England, for logistic reasons. It is now necessary to indicate the landing point. 

The Atlantic coasts are too far away and moreover, the German submarines are too dangerous. It is the same for the Brittany coasts, while the current near the Belgian beaches is too strong and would be likely to destroy a great number of boats, what represents an useless risk. As for the beaches of Holland, the grounds behind the beaches are flooded and do not facilitate the landing of material. The logic would want a landing by the shortest road that is Pas de Calais. But, this coast is fortified by Germans with the Atlantic Wall. The only possibility is Normandy.
Two main operations were put in place: the raid on Dieppe in August 1942 and Operation Fortitude.

The raid on Dieppe which is a “Combined Operation” in August 1942 is entrusted to the 2nd Canadian division. But the Royal Navy does not want to risk its large units in the English Channel; the attack is preceded by no preparation of marine artillery. The Canadians are hung on the beach exposed to the shootings and only some manage to infiltrate downtown. The Allies simply “tested” the Atlantic Wall in order to a future and greater landing. More than 1500 soldier died during this raid.
The gigantic gathering of troops, vehicles and ships in England is not unperceived and the Allies know it very well. The Allies prepared Operation Fortitude charged of giving false information to the German services. A “phantom army” is born in England, equipped with inflatable armoured vehicles and wooden guns. These factitious units are positioned in mass opposite Pas-de-Calais, in the area of Dover. The German reconnaissance aircrafts observe this false army. In this way, the Allies protect the Normandy landing preparations. The success of Operation Fortitude is total.
Try to imagine that in the South England, the entire landscape was a military camp. Hotels and schools become a place to stay American and Canadian soldiers. Fishing ports became military harbours. The ships “Queen Mary” and “Queen Elisabeth” repainted in grey are used to transport the American and Canadian troops towards England. Beaches become places of training for the troops. Eight villages are evacuated by safety to avoid spies. Some places become storage places for the artillery, the fuel, the ambulances and all the useful things for an invasion. The cohabitation between soldiers and residents is difficult. For example, soldiers receive a small book about the British customs.
Approximately 4 years of preparation before the D-days (Day of Days), the 6th of June 1944, will have be needed.
The battle of Normandy. 
The American Eisenhower said that the activities of the French Resistance sometimes names the Free French Forces, reduced the war of nine months and prevented the arrival about six German divisions during the invasion in Normandy. Five days before the 6thof June, the listeners of the French broadcast of the BBC can hear the first three lines of the “Autumn song” poem of Verlaine “Leaf-strewing gales-Utter low wails-Like violins...” (“Les sanglots longs des violions de l’automne…”) which means that the invasion will happen this week. And when, they hear the three next lines “Till on my soul-Their creeping dole-Stealthily wins...” (“blessent mon cœur d’une langueur monotone”) the offensive will start 48 hours later. It is the beginning of numerous sabotage operations. The resistants destroy railroads, telephone lines and put bombs on the roads to stop tanks. Around 1000 sabotage actions will be carried out by the French Resistance.
At the end of the 6th of June, the objectives are to release the big cities of the North of France (Bayeux, Cherbourg and Caen) and move on Paris. The Allies want to protect acquired territories and to progress on Paris. That’s why, they connect all the beaches between them to re-force the front.
 Some artificial harbours is created such as the harbours of Mulberry (which the name of this operation). Why do they need artificial harbours?  These artificial harbours become a storage place for weapons, food, field hospital and other essential things. The artificial harbours are really fragile; they are destroyed after a storm the 20th of June. But the only harbour which can welcome all the material is Cherbourg. The city is release only the 26th of June. 
Bayeux is the first city which is released the 7th of June 1944. But, we can consider that Caen is one of the cities the most destroyed during this battle of Normandy. The taking of Caen begins the 8th of July. It has to be only ground but in the last minute an air division comes to re-force the ground divisions. The 7th of July 6000 bombs are thrown on Caen which becomes a field of ruins. The city is released only the 17th of July.
Little by little, the Allies troops move on Paris. With the invasion of Provence the 15th of August 1944, Germans are surrounded and fall back toward the Belgium’s borders. The battle of Normandy ends the 21rt of August when the French general Charles de Gaulle and Eisenhower decide to send a division on Paris (the famous division of the General Leclerc). Paris is released the 25th of August. Without the invasion in Normandy, 50000 civilians died during this battle. 37 000 soldiers died and 172 000 were wounded for the Allies. 50 000 soldiers died and 80 000 were wounded for Germans.
Nevertheless, the Allies thought that the war would last only three weeks. It lasted three months.
