Locmariaquer :
Introduction in the bus :
· Differences between the 2 sites Carnac and Locmariaquer:
Carnac  is impressive by the number of its menhirs, but Locmariaquer is interesting for the size of its menhirs and the diversity of the site (tumulus).

· Geographie: Locmariaquer is a village  located on a peninsula (presqu’île) of 13km (8miles) long and 5km (3miles) large. It is surrounded to the east by the Morbihan’s gulf , to the west by a river and to the south the Quiberon’s bay
· Why megaliths: The construction started in the Neolithic period between 5000 B.C and 2000 B.C. The prehistoric people went out from the forest where they used to live(from hunting and gathering or picking =cueillette) and began a sedentary life made of agriculture and breed(élevage) . New communities developed and a spirituality life too.
Megaliths across centuries:

· 5000 B.C: construction
· 1st  century: Gallic (Gaulois) and Romans vandalism to built new cities (they used stones)
· 5th century: Beginning of Christianization , they tried to hide and destroy them, because it symbolized devil and pagan religions
· 16th century: religious wars between Catholics and protestants . Catholics tried to find a way to show their power so they used megaliths. They put crosses and signs on them to transformed them into a Christian monument and not pagan anymore.
· 18th century: The Enlightenment(les lumières): people discovered Antiquity (Roman and Greek : they used it in architecture: classicism ). They tried to understand the world.  It the first time that people made drawings of megaliths and the words “menhir” appeared .
· 19th century: Romantism movement had a good influence for the development of megaliths.  But it’s above all the “Celticmania” movement which was important. They thought  that Celtics people were the one who built megaliths and the first civilization before Romans and Greeks . They imagined Celtics druids with long and white hair and beard (as gatefix= panoramix).It was the century of first excavations (fouilles) . But they didn’t have good technical and destroyed a lot of megaliths in their eagerness (empressement) .
· 20th century: sects developed . They made huge meeting or mass (example in Stonehenge) with chasubles and crooks (crosses) 
· 21st  century: Scientifics research 
Er Grah ‘s site:
1) The broken great Menhir:

· 4 pieces/ 300 tones/ 20m high/ 4500 B.C
· The oldest one of the site
· Myth: a fairy bring it here and let it fall
· Why broken:  Only hypothesis :thunder/ earthquake/ vandalism from Romans to built cities/ destroyed be Neolithic  themselves 
· Aim: astronomy/ belonged to an alignment of 18 gaps or holes
· Tradition:  In the 19th century :Beltan celebration each year (to celebrate new season, sun , fire and love) women who wanted a baby came here and slip on the Menhir half naked.  
How to raise a Menhir up:
· Stone which come from 10 km away
· Cut  and put in a kind of box made of wood.
· Pull  the stone up 
· Put on a boat
· On the site: we made a gap and build a slope
· The Menhir is put up until the gap
· We build a “goat” (chèvre) : made of 3 piers of wood to set the Menhir upright (redresser)
· We stabilize with stones and earth
· Test in the 70s : 200 people to pull 32t up (tirer)
2) The table des Marchand dolmen:

· Tumulus: an artificial mound (butte) . When it’s cover by earth it’s call a “tertre” and by stones a “cairn”
· 3900B.C 

· 2 cones one in another one

· Entrance by the south east where the sunrise
· tumulus open to let people have celebr
ations 

· compose of one corridor made with Menhirs and a mortuary room

· Inside: in front of you a stone with a form of coat of arm(which symbolizes a goddess ) where we can see  crooks( fonction of priest) / the ceiling: one beef, one crook, one hatchet  (symbolizes thunder and god of destruction , of war , a bit like Thor for northern religions) 

3) The Erg rah tumulus:

· 140m long/ 2m high/ 16m large
· Close tumulus
· Build in several times:  first it was a place to bury animals/ then in 4200B.C it became a rectangular cairn to protect burial( we can still see a huge stone at the top)/ then in 4000B.C it extended on each side

· Aim: maybe a link with the menhir because it is in the same alignment/ Romans used it as a quarry (carriere)/ more recently used as a parking
