In front of the keep
Hi Everybody, I’m Steve and with Ludivine we will show you different parts of the interior of the Château of Chambord. As you know, this is the biggest Chateau of the Loire Valley, but you understand that we can’t visit all the 426 rooms of the Chateau.


So first of all, we will see the keep just here, to understand its construction, then Ludivine will show you the chambers of the king Francis the 1st. Then with me you will be back in the keep to find out the State Appartments of Louis the XIVth, and Ludivine will continue withe the Chapel. Then we will finish our visit of the Chateau of Chambord with the terraces.


That’s OK ? Well, follow me please !

Behind the staircase

We are now in the keep of the Chateau of Chambord.


If you look around you, you ca understand how it’s built.


We are in a very large and very high room, it’s what we call a hallway (a vestibule). If you pay attention, you can see two others hallways to the right and to the left, and if you remember few minutes ago, behind the staircase we crossed a first hallway to enter the keep.

Schema or plan

The four hallways form a cross lead off from the staircase, this is a greek cross, a sacred plan as for many churches as for example the Saint-Marc Basilica in Venice.

So a sacred plan. And around this cross, 4 appartments. Plus 4 appartments in the towers... if we have five successive floors of appartments, how many appartments can we find in this keep ? 40 ! So we understand why Chambord was the biggest chateau of the Loire Valley !


And it’s in orders to reach the different superior floor and all these appartments that this staircase was built, in the center of this cross.

In front of the staircase


This is the famous double spiral staircase of Chambord. What’s a double spiral staircase ? In fact, it consists of two concentric spiral flights of stairs, that wind independently around the central hollow, like that (Mimer !)


So if two persons clim up his own spiral flights of stairs, they can see each other through the openings in the central hollow, but they will never meet each other in the staircase.


Did you understan ? Ok later we will try these two spiral flights of stairs to make you understand better.


Well... we can interpret this staircase as a kind of link between the Earth and the Sky. The staircase and the sacred plan could represent the sacred power of the king Francis the 1st, elected by God. But it’s only an interpretation, we can’t be sure that it was the king”wish.


The staircase has another particularity, if you look at it carefully. Look at the room, and look at the staircase... no idea ? If I say decoration... yes/no ?

The decoration is concentrated on the staircase and actually this staircase is a real masterpiece of Renaissance Art, with these kind of piedestal and capitols on the pillars, which are sculpted with different patterns, like monsters, human representation, animal or vegetal motives. There are more than 200 capitols on all the double spiral staircase.


What you have to keep in mind is that during the Renaissance, we are interested in beauty in architecture thanks to a come-back to the Greek antiquity, and thanks to the symetry or the regularity of the facade and of the plane, with these divisions in quasi-equal parts... an equal division that we find again on the general plan of the Chateau of Chambord (Show the plan).


Thus, even if we have a keep with four towers similar to the Middle Age castles, we understand he never had a defensive fonction, and with its regular organisation, its innovative plan for a Chateau, ans its ingenious staircase, we understand that we have left the Middle Age and we are with Francis the 1st in the Renaissance period.


Have you got any question before we continue ? Ok, let’s go to the 1st floor.

South Hallway

This way please.


I just want you to look around you... you see again a huge hallway. So a high ceilling, huge openings, walls made of limestone which conserve humidity... so it was very difficult to heat the room, to heat all the keep, all the Chateau even if there were 282 fireplaces like it.


So you understand better now why Francis the 1st didn’t live here permanently, but only when he wanted to hunt in the region, or to organize parties. But you have to imagine that most of the time, the Chateau was uninhabited and empty like this hallway today.


Indeed, as you will see with Ludivine in few minutes, Francis the 1st and his Court brought with them all the furniture to have a stay here few days, then they brought it back. But you will see this better later with Ludivine.

Well, let’s go back to this hallway. It was turned into a theatre from the early time of Louis the 14th at Chambord (2nd Part of the 17th). There was a stage which took up half of the space, and the other half was shared between seats for courtiers and seats for the royal family. Here was played, for the 1st time, Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, one of the most famous play of Moliere, maybe you know him, he was considered as one of  the greatest masters of comedy. This is his bust, and here, the bust of Sully, who participated to the Bourgeois Gentilhomme.


Do you have question ? So carry on...

East Hallway, in front of the staircase


Before leaving you with Ludivine, I just want to show you something here, don’t you notice something ?


Yes, there is no hallway on the North part, but a wall, which was added by Louis the 14th. Why this wall ? (=> PLAN)


It was to join up the two traditionnal appartments on the north side by incorparating the north hallway, (=>), to form en-suite rooms with antechambers, state room and private rooms. 

It was the traditionnal organisation for a royal residence under Louis the 14th, as Versailles a few years later. We will visit later the appartments of Louis the 14th, now I leave you with Ludivine to discover the Chambers of Francis the 1st.
The royal wing / Francis the first’s dwelling

In 1541, Francis the first decides to install his lodging house outside of the keep. So the East wing of the château is converted between 1544 and 1545 with a chamber, a wardrobe, a cabinet, a council room and an ortory. This wing is connected with the castle by a spiral projecting staircase, that is a staircase outside and attached to the building which it distributes.

The Council Hall

It was originally destined for Francis 1st to hold audience and have his meals. It occupied the whole of the wings in the 16th century. But in the 17th century Gaston d’Orléans rearranged the royal suit to form his apartment. So, the council hall was partitioned into the several rooms which can see today. The rooms of the royal wing will be also used as an hospital room in 1870 during the French-German wars.

The furniture that you can see is not of time in this room, like in all the rooms of the period of Francis 1st. Its are reconstructions. We observ folding chairs in the shape of X, there is also a chest to put away the chairs.

Indeed the king often moves because in spite of its impressive size Chambord is not a residential château, it is above all a hunting lodge. Francis 1st lived only in Chambord 2 months in 32 years his reign. So, the furniture is simple to dismantle and to transport. 

Maybe you have noticed that this room is rather cold, that’s why we put draperies on walls. It were used to keep the heat in the room. { The taperstry of the room of the councils are richly decorated, and they tell the story of Scipion, a Roman general which participated in the Punic wars of the Roman antiquity: the first tapestry shows us Scipion in the foreground which orders that soldiers set on fire the camps of the enemies. The second tapestry represents a beautiful princess that Scipion had captured.}

To keep the heat, we also used vegetal carpets consisted of leaves or straw for the ground. Unfortunetly they were not replicated in this room. 

At the level of the decoration we find also in this room the busts of François 1st and his enemy Charles the Fifth who was the emperor of the Germanic Saint empire. There is also a picture interesting to look because it shows us the life in the court of François 1st. We see many dogs, they make reference to the hunting with court which king practised. The character on horseback is not François 1st but Henri VIII, a king of England where François had invited in Chambord to make an ally against Charles the Fifth. François is represented in this picturein knight to remind his power and his strength. We see in the background tents and camps who reminds the nomadic atmosphere which like François 1st, there were several short stays during which we transported the furniture with chests (as that in the room for example).

Francis the first’s cabinet :

This room was Francis the first's cabinet. Nevertheless it doesn’t look like a workplace. Indeed we can see at the deep down of the room a « potager » , nothing with the garden, but it is the ancestor of microwave. We used it to heat dishes with embers which it are down. We also see a small kitchen sink. So this ancient cabinet was transformed into small kitchen by Louis XIV, but why? For reasons of conveniences because the royal apartments were far from big kitchen, so for serve a hot dish we  used these small kitchen to reheat the food.

Chamber :

It is not only a chamber but it is also a lounge and as dining room. The four-poster bed is next to the fireplace to be less cold. It is completely take-down in order to be able to transport it during the movements of king. We find also folding chairs near to the other bed. The second bed is also take-down. It is the bed of the 1st gentleman of the chamber, this is a Lord was rewarded by king. There is also in this room a chest- bench and a painting representing Francis 1st.

In all of this chamber, we find on the walls velvets of embroidery of metalic thread from the XVI century. These draperies are embroidered with thread of gold, sliver and silk and are typical in royal chambers.

May you have notice this wooden door? There is a small anecdote concerning this door. Behind there is a spiral staircase which rises up to another room which seems to be the room where Francis accommodated his mistress. He just had to go up this staircase when he wanted to join her.

We are going to continue our discovery of the royal wing with the wardrobe.

The Wardrobe :

This room is also a bathroom. King had his bath in front of the fireplace. This room also had originally a pierced chair which is used as toilet. Because there were latrines only at the ground floor which communicated with ditches. There aren’t it in the superior floors to avoid propagating the stenche. So, we used latrines and the servants going then to empty  it in ditches. We also observe in this room a chest of marquetry representing small courtship and Chimaera.

For the decoration, we see two busts : one of Francis the first, and the other which represent the famous « Chevalier Bayard ». This knight participated in the victory of Marignan. He is known to be the knight " without fear and without criticism ".

The Oratory :

This room is called the Oratory, it is a place of worship calling upon the divine protection. However you can observe that its decoration has nothing religious. Indeed the ceiling called "coffered ceiling" because it consists of small square dug, is richly decorated with several symbols and emblems but which are not religious symbols. In fact, this room was not still an oratory, we don’t know it real function during the reign of François 1st. Maybe another cabinet but this idea is uncertain because you will notice that there is no fireplace to warm the room, so the working conditions would be rather unpleasant for a king. We call this room  « the oratory » because in the XVIIIth century queen Catherine Opalinska did of it her private oratory. Catherine Opalinska was the queen of Poland and was in exile in Chambord with his husband king of Poland, Stanislas Leszczynski, about whom Steve will speak to you later.

We are now going to look at the coffered ceiling closer. It corresponds very well with the style of Chambord because this type of ceiling was very fashionable in the Renaissance. 

I said to you that there were many symbols, can you quote me some any from it?

We can see fleur-de-lis (lily flowers) which is the emblem of kings of France, and naturally the "F" of François 1st. We also see a Salamander, a symbol of François 1st. You may wonder why king has choose this animal as symbol. It is because at this time the salamander represented a big strength because it is an amphibian reptile, who can live as well on earth as in the water. Then at that time we thought that the Salamander could also live in the fire and that it was able to spit of fire as the dragons. That is why we often find with the Salamander a quotation in Latin: " nutrisco and extinguo ", what means " I feeds me and I puts out it ". This sentence makes reference to the fire.

We can perceive also that one of the Salamanders is accompanied with a baby Salamander, this sculpture was supposed to prevent kings of France from having no heirs and to be a lucky charm.

I am sorry for the persons who are afraid by reptiles but they will have to become used to it because salamanders are more represented of 300 times in the chateau.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Back to the keep by the interior gallery


This way please.


Here you are in the Queen’s bedroom.

It was initially the bedroom of Francis the 1st, before he decided to build his own pavillon and not to live in the keep.


So one century later, this room was the Queen’s bedroom and, according to the etiquette of the Court of France, this bed was the conjugal bed, it means the king went here when he wanted to sleep with his wife, a thing very exceptionnal in the 17th century. To reach his wife, he came from its appartments by the gallery we will cross in a few minutes.


This bedroom was successively occupied by Louis the 14th’s two wives, first Maria Theresa Of Austria, between 1638 and 1683, and then Madame de Maintenon, after 1685.


But normally, because it was a non-official union, the second wife of the king, Madame de Maintenon, hadn’t the right to occupy the first wife’s room in all the Royal Residences. 


But exceptionnaly, in Chambord (and also in Marly), Madame de Maintenon could sleep here, we don’t know why.


Do you have any question ? Ok.


Now we will cross the gallery, pay attention to the two rooms you will see around you, with on your right an office, and on your left, a small private bedroom. So follow me please, and look at them carefully, we will talk about them in few seconds.

Louis the 14th Bedroom


So the small office you’ve seen on your right. It’s important to know that during his last stay in Chambord in 1685, Louis the 14th dictated a text in this small office, a text he signated 15 days later in Fontainebleau : the famous Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which forbade protestantism in France.

Well, on your left crossing the gallery you’ve seen a small appartment. It was the private room where the king slept in very cold spells, or when he was ill. He was able to reach these very private appartment through the secret door that you can see ine the alcove, on the left wall.


But even if there was this small very private part, usually it’s in this huge state bedroom that Louis the 14th slepts. You can see that comfort and ornementation are very richest than in the appartments of Francis the 1st. The contrast is impressive. If we find all this ornementation, it’s because when Louis the 14th came to Chambord, he stayed here during three weeks, the etiquette of the Court had to be respected.


What is the etiquette ? It’s a set of rules wanted by Louis the 14th. These rules regulated the king and his court’s life, minutes by minutes !


For example, in Chambord, there were rules when the king woke up. He got up at 7.30a.m. His doctor and his surgeon came in the king’s bedroom to see and to examine him. Then at 8.15a.m. came the Gentilhomme who managed the king’s bedroom, antechambers and office. Then there were the important entrances : the royal family, princes of royal blood, and the royal officers came here when the king followed from his bed the service gave by a chaplain.


So many people who came in these room, so many decoration to show the king’s power.


After Louis the 14th, the room was occupied by Stanislas Leszczinski, king of Poland on the run, at the beginning of the 18th century. He was the father of Louis the 15th’s wife, that why he was allowed to find refuge here in Chambord.


Then in 1748, the bedroom was used again as a state bedroom, by the Marechal de Saxe (=> statue), which was the governor of Chambord under Louis the 15th.


This man added the balustrade, and all the sculpted wood panneling enhenced with gilding. This rich decoration was originally made for a Versailles’ room, but Louis the 15th gave it to state bedroom of the Marechal.


Beautiful gift isn’t it ?


Before to go to the next room, do you have any questions ? Ok, let’s go.

Antechamber


Do you remember what I’ve said earlier about the laying-out of the appartments of Louis the 14th when he came to Chambord in the 17th ? What decided the king ? Where are we in the keep ? Let’s take  the plan.

You remember, under Francis the 1st, 4 hallways, but Louis the 14th decided to build a wall here to join up the two traditionnal appartments by incorporating the north hallway where we are today. So, behind this wall, there is... the double spiral staircase, ok ?


So... under Louis the 14th, this new room became an antechamber, it was the room where all people waited to admire or to speak with the king.


In the 18th, the Marechal de Saxe used it as a recreation room => numerous seats, 8 cards tables... Today, it remains only seats and two card-tables here, but they allowed to have an idea of the room of 250 years ago. 


Do you have question ? Ok, so this way please.

1st antechamber


Like in the precedent room, the courtiers and the visitors waited here for the king to come. So to conclude to these en-suite appartments : 2 successive antechambers, the state bedroom of Louis the 14th, his private little bedroom and his office, and finally, the Queen’s appartments. That’s Ok ?


So let’s go back to the room, not especially rich, just simple seats.


A billard table was installed here for Louis the 14th. This game, very popular in the 16th century, was present in all the royal residences of the 17th. 

In the 18th century, the Marechal de Saxe used the room to exhibit flags with the coat of arms of his ennemies, but today all of this has disappeared.


Well do you have any question before to see the last room ?

West Hallway


Look at your left, the famous double spiral staircase. We are in the West hallway.


In the 16th century, under Francis the 1st, it was only a hallway, but Louis the 14th in the 17th transformed it as a guardroom. Then in 1750, the Marechal de Saxe created here a dinner room. But because the fireplaces weren’t enough powerful to heat the hallway, he decided to install this huge stove.


How does-it work ?


After the fire is lit, the heat accumulates in the refractory clay which makes up the body of the strove, and the clay gradually radiates heat in gentle manner.


I can’t say more about it, just notice its beautiful decorations.


I leave you with Ludivine to discover the Chapel.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

The Chapel :
This chapel has many peculiarities, so architectural as ornamental. The first one is doubtless that it is oriented facing west, and not in the East as all the churches. Because it was built above all to give a balance to the two wings East and West of the château. Because in the East we had the chamber of the king but nothing on the West. So, François decided to built a building to give a symmetry to his chateau and make it more beautiful. The building on which it decided to build on the wing opposite to its room was a chapel because according to the king there is only God who can be the equal of king, and to be at the same level than him in the chateau. We find on the capitals of the first level the « F » and the Salamander of Francis. But there are not only tracks of king François in this chapel. If you look around you, you will see that there are many symbols of various kings:

For example, we can see a crescent moon on capitals which surround fake windows at the second level. It is the symbol of Henri II, the son of François. You have also 2 other small symbols of another king, but you have to get up to see them. We perceive one "L" a little damaged, but especially we see a sun and this symbol gives us immediately the name of king: Louis XIV.  This is the restoration of the ceiling of the XXth century who allowed to discover these two boxes beam.

But except kings, another person also left tracks in the architecture of the chapel. The count of Chambord Henri of Bordeaux bring to it the furniture which dates between the XVII and the XIXth century: a pulpit, an altar and a tabernacle. The count of Chambord will also leave tracks in stained glasses...

The stained glass windows of the chapel were also offered by the count of Chambord Henri of Bordeaux. That is why we can see Henri's " H " there.

It is also necessary to know that during the world war two, Chambord is used as center of sorting for works of art evacuated by museums to protect them from destructions. The artworks are hidden at first here and then sent to a safe place. Moreover, the joconde is too spent by Chambord to avoid the war.

Coffered Ceiling :

We find the same decorations sculptured on this ceiling as on that of the oratory: the salamander and the "F" of François 1st. But we can notice that the "F" is surrounded with a rope this time. This rope comes of the order of the Franciscans which wears a rope in the size. Indeed the mother of François 1st, Louise de Savoie worried to haven’t child, she spoke about it to a franciscan monk who predicts her that she would have a son. And few months after, the queen had a son. And she decided to call his son « François » to thank the Franciscan order. The presence of the rope on the "F" is a way for Francis to remind its link with god and strengthen its power.

