Bayeux

In the 11th century, the duke of Normandy William the Conqueror gave the bishopric (évêché) of Bayeux to his brother Odon of Conteville. Then Odon built a bigger church and decorated it. After 30 years of reconstruction, the new cathedral was finished in 1077.

Unfortunatly, a couple of years later, a fire distroyed the cathedral. People need to rebuilt it againand it will be in yhe gothic style.

So, now, in the cathedral, we can discover traces of this 2 periods of contruction : 

· Romanesque style :

Elements of the first construction of the cathedral : the crypt for exemple

The lower parts of the nave are in typical Norman romanesque style.

Decoration of the arcades are composed of geometrical patters with fantastic masks. 

Above, between the arches, in the spandrels (écoinçons), we can see typical decoration from South England. 

At the top of the numerous columns, we can admire sculpted capitals. They are often used as reference of Norman decoration with sometimes oriental influence.

· Gothic style :

big stained glas windows at the top.

Light was very important because it represents God. The bigger the openings were, the closer God were.

Transept :

On the right, there are fresco from the 15th century :

· in the top left : the Christ

· under : the Annonciation 

· on the right : the legend of Saint Nicolas : rare representation because more present in Lorraine

His legend : 3 children went to a butcher's shop. He cut them into pieces and put them into a pot. 7 years later, Saint Nicolas came and ask the butcher to give him what there were in this pot and ressuscitate the children.

· Scenes of the Passion

· On the top right : evocation of Thomas Becket's martyre, archbishop of Canterbury, who was assassinated in his cathedral by Henry the 2th, king of England.

22 chapels around the choir give an idea of the importance of the chapter of canons of the cathedral formerly. There are 22 chapels because of the presence of 22 clercs who Have the ability to celebrate a MASS !  

